
 

 

DOREEN PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Doctors Gully Rd,  Doreen 3754  

Ph: 9717 3563     Fax: 9717 3902     Mob: 0418 366 286 
E-mail: doreen.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au Website: www.doreenps.vic.edu.au 

Diary Dates: 

T ERM 1  
Students Return 31 Jan 

Labour Day 14 Mar 

School Photos  15 Mar 
March 

Swan Hill Camp 
Grade 3-6  

29 Mar-
1st Apr 

Family Life—Grades 5 & 6 6-7 Apr 

Last Day of Term 8 April 

PLEASE NOTE:  
All dates are dependent on Covid rul-
ings and are subject to change.  We 
will notify the school community of 

any changes as soon as we can 

Heng Raksa—Cambodia 

 

 
 
From Glenn 
Last year in the last Newsletter, I talked about the end of a traumatic year that 
would be so much better in the next. I am not going to predict anything for next 
year other than it can only be better. Having said that, we still have achieved 
some excellent things this year. Our children have finished the year beautifully 
with a swimming program, a concert, celebrations and a graduation night for the 
sixes. They have also achieved some BRILLIANT academic results. Remote Learn-
ing was nobody’s choice but a necessity. Thankfully our children - and you par-
ents - did an excellent job with it. 
 

This year we installed Solar panels that are now giving us a credit instead of a 
bill, won a $200,000 grant to build two outdoor classrooms that are inclusive (I 
am still awaiting the VSBA to get the project running), won a $25,000 grant to put 
Shade sails over the two outdoor Classroom areas, built the best Sandpit in the 
Southern Hemisphere, and renovated several areas around the school. We also 
gave our trees a big trim ( no branches down in the big winds this year), cleaned 
and “gutter guarded” our gutters, and installed a Sprinkler System on the BER – it 
doubles as our new hot day wet the children before We missed out on two grants 
that seem to have gone to schools in areas that are constantly being “topped-
up”, but we will become more vocal on that next year. 
 

The concert on Monday night was a brilliant event, the change in weather being 
the only real issue to deal with…..and the Chook Farm of course. A call to them 
the next day seems to have solved the problem. I hadn’t been able to get through 
up until then. Lots of thoughts about how it seemed to be a really good communi-
ty event and maybe should take the place of our Major concert at Lower Plenty’s 
360 Centre. We will get your opinion on this next year. You will no doubt be as 
impressed with our musical talents as I was and how Rachel Blake has continued 
the Musical traditions at Doreen. We are thinking of starting a Pre-School Music 
program at our school next year to help with transition into the school and foster 
a relationship with families before children begin full time. Very exciting.  
 

The Graduation ceremony last night was a really great night. 
We had visitors from Queensland and South Australia and the 
night ran like clockwork. Our organising group and Mrs Green 
did a brilliant job. LOTS of emotions right across the board 
and the Photo Booth was a lot of fun. The phrase 
“photobombed” was very descriptive of what happened on the 
night. It was gratifying to see what our graduating class could 
do with their speeches and how they interacted with each 

other last night. Graduating evenings have now become a fixture of our calendar 
and I think we have a pretty good blueprint for the evening…..and a banner and 
some table settings. Bridges is also the perfect venue and we must acknowledge 
Nik the owner’s support for our local schools. 
 

We lose a staff member next year. Mr D will no longer be with us and I must 
acknowledge his efforts within the classroom as well as on camps. Sport days, 
special events and of course with our facilities. His work around the place has 
saved me countless hours climbing ladders, fixing things and patching things up. 
We will still see Luke’s handyman skills around the school and he is available for 
contracting in that area. 
 

A huge THANKYOU to our school council and all its support. We have retiring 
members who will no longer be parents next year. Brent Hardy, who has been 
School Council President leaves us; Catherine Sutherland leaves us: and Michael 
Kehio leaves us. We have had brilliant support from all members this year, with 
ZOOM being our only option to meet at times. I wish to thank these three mem-
bers but all concerned. Our Fundraising group led by Jaclyn De Lange raised close 
to $30,000 this year and this is nothing short of brilliant in today’s world. 
 

Finally, let’s put 2021 to rest. It was tough, but here we are at the end of it. 
Thank-you for your support, thank-you to our dedicated staff members who 
worked onsite, offsite and any way they could. Lastly, I must thank our students 
for their efforts in a year that was tough for grown-ups, but devastating for kids. 
They are back in the groove now and I am excited about working with them in 
2022. 
 

Have a safe and happy break. ENJOY the time with your children with no Booklets 
to do, and create some great memories over the break. Lisa and I will be back in 
the office from 24th January if you need to contact us. 
Merry Christmas and have a Safe and happy new Year. 
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TERM DATES 2022: 

Term 1 

Students start  

31 Jan—8 April 

(Teachers start 28 Jan) 

Term 2 

26 April—24 June 

Term 3 

11 July—26 September 

Term 4 

3 October—20 December 

Slatterie family business 

TERM 4 

WINNERS 

Week ending 17th December 

2ND 4TH 1ST 3RD 



 

Wishing our sister school in 
China a Merry Christmas and 

Happy Yew Year  
The sister school program has been an important part of Doreen 
Primary School. We exchange communications and create oppor-
tunities such as projects and tours to allow students to have au-
thentic language/cultural experiences. Through our sister school 
program our students broaden their view of the world and gain in-
sight into the culture and lives of another country. This year for 
Christmas, some of our students wrote lovely greeting cards to our 
sister school in China. Here are some of the beautiful greeting 

cards written by our students. Merry Christmas everyone! - Perng  
 

   

 

   


